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L .t.~o &  ~o.~pa.~y 
Cerli, qed Public A ccountants 

114 E. Ascension St. 
G onzales, Louisiana 70737 

Phone (225) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial l)istricl Judicial Expense Fund 
Gonzales, l~ouisiana 

LNJ~EI'ENI)]~NT A ~p]_'_!~O_!~_S_, !{!,_:!,_O_!{~ 

W e have audited the accom panying com ponenl unit financial stalcm enl of 23rd Judicial l)islric! Judicial 
Expense Ftm d as of and Jbr the year ended D eceJ]]her 31, 2000. ']'hese fin ancial slalem ents arc the 
responsibility oflhe Fund's m anagem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
slalem enls based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards 
require that we iJla~ arid pcrfotm tl~e audit ~o obtain a seasonable assurance about w hether the financial 
slalem cnts are free of m alerial m isslatenlent. An audit incltldes exam ining

, on a tesI basis, evidence 
SUl*~porting the am ounls and disclosures in lhe financial slalealcnts. An audil also itwJudes assessing [l~c 
accounting principles used and significant eslim atcs m ade by m anagem enl, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial slatem ent presentation. W e believe that our audil provides a reasonable hasis for our 

The financial slalen;enls referred to above include only the financial aclivilies of the c.om l)onenl till 
lqnancial activities of the oversight unit are not included. 

In our opinion, the com ponenl unit financial slalem enls referred 1o in the first paragraph presenl fairly
, 

in all m aterial respects, Ihe financial position of the 23rd Judicial Dislrict Judicial F, xpense Fund, as of 
l)ecem ber 31,2000 and Ihe resulls o1" its operalions for lhe year then ended in conferm ily w ith generally 
accepled accounting principles. 

July 2, 2001 



23R D JUD IC IAl. DISTRICT JU1)ICIAL FXPEN SE FUN I) 

CO M BIN I~D BA I.A N CI~; SIIEI,TJ" - A LL FUN D TYPES AND A CCO UN'J" G R O UPS 

DECEM BER 31, 2000 

ASS L':T8 

I )ECEM  Bli3/31, 2000 

Cash (Note 2) 
hwestmenls (Nole 2) 
Receivables 

General fixed assets (Note 3) 

GOVI'31NM ENTA1 
Iq IN I) 'I'V P[~ 

GI~NERAI, 

$ 85,297 
349,228 
9.960 

SPECIAl, 
!02;v E~ N_ [)_i_~S_' 

$19,562 

1,292 

ACCOUNT 
GGR(~ tj!, _ 

G ENER AI~ TOTA 1, 
H XI~I) (M EM ORANI)UM 

.AA SS~'!'S .__  ~LN_bY) 

A (_)Lf_,lfi 

$104,859 
349,228 
11,252 

_!0!.,616 

"l"o~al assets $44_4&85_ $_2Q,854 $!_0L6!6 ~;5_6G_955 

LI_A!~!L!T!I~S _& _F[IN!~ !,:QIj!TY 

I,IABII,ITIES: 

Accounts payable $ 2,032 $ 2,219 $ $ 4,251 

FUNI) EQUITY: 
lnvcstlr, enl ill general 
fixed assets 101,616 

Fund balance _ d. 4 2~ ~5-3 .J _8~_635 
101,616 

461,08_8 

Tolal liabilities & 

fulld equity ~4__44~4 85 ~20_, 85~ ~!0!~616 ~5 (L6 ~955 

l'he accom panying notes arc an inlcgral part of the statem ent 



2310 ) JUI)IC 1AI~ i)ISTR1CT JUI)IC IAL EXPi,~NSE FUNI) 

G O VERNM ENTAL FUN])S 

STATEM II;NTS O F IIIt~VENUES AN 1) I4;XPI~N I)ITURES AN D 

CIIAN G ES 1N FUN D BAI.ANCE 

YEAR EN DFA) DECEM BF.R 31, 2000 

llEVI,;N UI;S: 
Court fccs 
]nlcrcsl incom e 

lnlergovernnm nlal: 
Slalc revenuc sharing 

Tolal l'Cv(3ntl cs 

EXI'I~;NI)ITUI/ES: 
General G ovelllnlen|: 
Vehicle allowance 
Travel and sem inars 

lh'ofcssional fccs 
Supplies 
D ues & subscriplions 
Slaff uniform s 
Telephone 
M aintenance and l),epairs 
Poslagc 
Jtlror's m eals 

M iscellaneous 
Capital oullays 

l'ola] expmlses 

SPECIAl, 

Gi,;NI,;RAI ~ REVEN[R_~ 

$133,258 
17.524 

150,782 

29,832 
22,447 
2,060 
1,340 
2,822 
2,357 
868 

354 
61 
250 

FXCESS (I)EI#ICIT) OF III~;VI,'NItJI~; 
O V FR I,'XI)IgNI)IT/JIIIgS 88,391 

FUN D BA I,AN CE, al beginning of year _
354~062 

FUNI) BAI,ANCE, at end of year $442,45.3 

l'hc accom panying notes arc an integral I',arl of lhc slalcm cnl 

7,661 

5,740 
6,004 
4.571 

22 

765 
693 

17 

_  
3n78~ 

21.596 

(13,935) 

!~,035 

TOTAl, 
(M IeM ORANIIIIM 

ONLy'J_ 

$133,258 
17,524 

7fi 6! 

158.443 

29,832 
28,187 

8,064 
5,911 
2,822 
2,357 
890 
765 
693 
354 
78 

74,456 

$%.! ,9_88 



23RD JUI)ICIA1. I)ISTR 1CT JUDIC IA L EX IqI~NSE FUN D 

N O TES TO TIlE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

N O TE 1 - SU M M ARY O F AC CO UNTIN G PO IJCIES 

The 23rd Judicial D isfrict Judicial Expense ]hm d was established in /995 under Act N o. 435 
which was an am endm ent to Title 13 of the l.ouisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The Expense 
Fund was established for" the purpose of paying expenses for" the Court deem ed necessary by Ihc 
Judges for efficient operations of tim court. 

The A scension Parish Fam ilies in Need of Services has beel~ im plem ented for tile ptlrpose of 
ensuring that all fam ilies who have been de|erm ined as Fam ilies in Need of Services as defined 
by Ihe Children's Code of Louisiana, shoukl have qualified case m anagem ent and supervision to 
locate and secure services, to assist and support in crisis and transition, and m prevent any chikl 
of the fam ily fi'omn entering into states custody. 

~5 Sl_S_' OE !'RES~N_~:N!'!0~ 

The accom panying financial statcm cnls of the 23rd Judicial l)islrict Judicial Expense Fund 

conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applicable Io governmental urlits. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-selti~lg body for 
establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

!~NA_NG!AL !(39'o!(_T!N~G E_N.'!TilY 

GA SB Stalem ent N o. 14 established criteria for determ ining Ihe governm ental reporting entity and 
coml)onent units that should be included w ithin lhc reporting entily. Oversight responsibility by 

the Judicial Expense Fund is dcterrnined on the basis of the accountability for fiscal matlcrs under 
the control of the Judicial l'.'xpeose l"un(l's Judges. 

Because the operations of the Court arc flm ded by Ascension Parish Police Jury goverlllJlel'fl, lhe 
]["trnd was determ ined Io be a COlnponent onil of the A scension Parish Police Jury, lhe governing 
body of the parish and the governrnental body w ith oversight responsibility. The accom panying 
financial statelnenls prcsenl inform ation only on lhe fim ds m aintained by lhc Judicial l,;xpensc 
l ;trod and do not l)rcser'tl inform alion on the Ascension Parish Police Jury, lhe general government 
se,vices provided by that govcrnm enlal unit, or lhe other governm ental tlnils Iha[ com prise the 
governm ental reporting entity. 

I!tLNP Af~gouNT!N(:_~ 

The Judicial ]';xpense Fund uses funds and account groups to report on its fillancial position and 
lhe results of its operalions. ]~'und aecourlliog is designed lo dem onstrate legal com pliance and lo 
aid financial m anagem ent by segregath~g trat)saclions I'eJalJl)g tO oct'lain goverl~tnelll Jitncfions or 
aelivilies. 



23R1) JU I)ICIAL I)ISTRICT JU DIC IAL EXPI~N SE FUN D 

N O TES TO TIlE H NAN CIAL STATI,'~M ENTS 

N()Ti,;I = SUh~h!AR_Y_ L)F ACCOUNT!_NG  I~'O|_~!C!!~S -~C_O_N_T1N1JEI~  

];U_N_I)A CCO_UNT!N_~ : ~CON_TLNU!~D) 

A fire d is a separate accounling entity w itll self-balar~cing set of accounts. O n the other hand, an 

account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability |or certain assels 
and liabilities that are not recorded in tile funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds of Ihe Judicial Expense Fund are classified as governm ental funds. Governm ental fim ds 
accounl fol" lbe J~ldicial ]:,xpense Fund's general aclivilies, il~chlding /be colleclion and 
disbursem ent of specific or legally reslrieted m onies, the acquisition or construction of general 
fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. The Judicial P',xpense Fund m ainlains 
the follow ing fund types and account groups: 

(1) ]'lte C, e!t~_'t~!l]"!l!t(l - 1o account for all financial resources except those required to bc 
aecoullted for in anolher fire d. 

(2) ~ C/_a! !~ 8!g_e !Q_q!c!s - to account for 
(Ascension Parish Fam ilies ill Need of 
expenditure for specified I)urposes. 

the proceeds of specific revem le sources 

Services) Iha~ are legally restricted to 

(3) Gc_,!!etc_llfi_sedass.e_4s, which is used tu account for property and equipment imrchased 
by Ihe G eneral and Special P, evenue Funds. 

_CA_S!] A ND~ A_SI! EQU1YA I:!j, NT~S A _N3) INN!~_sTN I~N'fs 

Cash includes am ounts in dcm and deposits. Cash equivalents include am ounts in tim e deposils 
and those inveslm cnts w ith original m attn'ifies of 90 days or less. Under slate law , the Judicial 
Expense Fund m ay deposit ftm ds in dem and deposils, interest-bearing dem and deposits, o1' tim e 
deposits w ith slate banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the Unifies Slates, 
or under the laws of Ihe U nited Stales. 

U nder slate law , tl~e Judicial F, xpense l;und m ay invest in U ntied Slates bonds, treasury nolcs, or 
certificates of deposil. These are classified as inveshnenls if their original m aturities exceed 90 

days; however, if Ihe original m alurities are 90 days or less, Ihey arc classified as cash 
equivalents, lnveslm enls are stated at cosl, which includes com pounded interest. 

-7- 



23R D JUi)ICIAI~ I)]STR1CT JUDICIAL EXPI~NSE FUN I) 

N O TES TO Till,; FINAN CIAL STATI~M i~NTS 

N_QTF l: SUM_.M_ARy OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES - t~C_ON~I'_INU]~I)) 

l"_l Xlfl).A SS!,_TfS 

l"ixed assels of governnaenlal funds are recorded as expenditures at tile lim e Ihey are purchased 

or constructed, and Ihe related assels arc capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account 
group. N o fixed asset cosls have been estilnated. No depreciation has been provided on general 
fixed assels. 

I_~AS!S (D!,'A (~f~OU N_ q_'_l NG 

Basis of accounting refers 1o when revcntles and eXpelKlitul'eS or expenses are recognized in lhe 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of aecountil~g relates to the tim ing of the 
llleasurelllenls m ade, regardless of lhe nleasurenlcnl loci.is applied. 

A ll governm ent fim ds are accounted for using lhe m odified accrual basis of accounting. Their 
revenues are recognized when they becom e nleastlrable alld available as net currelll assels. Courl 
fees arc considered m easurable when in the hands of Ihe clerk of eotlrts and are considered 
revenue at that tilne. 

l~xpenditures are generally recognized under lhe m odified accrual basis of accounling when Ihc 
related fund liabilily is incurred. 

IAUL)_OI_~TS A_N_L). IALII)GISI_'AI~.Y A C_C.Ot~ N TING_ 

"/lie expense fire d does not use budgeting as par[ of their financial reporting 

3_ '(_ )TA!, CQLUM NS_O.N _(ZOM B~IN]~ID sTN I~ I~M ILNTs - o_yI~lXy!I_ ~W  

A s of l)ecem ber 31,2000, the total cohmm s on the com bined statem ents - overview are captioned 
M em orandum O nly to indicate Ihat Ihey are presented only lo facilitate financial analysis. 1)ala 
in this cohlm n does not present financial position, or resuhs of operations in conform ity w ilh 
generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 
There arc no interfim d transactions or balances. 

NO TF 2 - C ASI1 A ND IN VESTM EN TS 

(?ash and inveslm en[s consis! entirely of a checking accotm l and ecrlificatcs ofdeposiL These 
deposits and certificates are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. 

-8 



23RD JUDICIAl, DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPIgNSE FUND 

N O TES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM IgNTS 

NOTE 2 - CASII AND INVESTM ENTS - (CONTINUIO)) 

The cerlificates of deposil m ahn'e at various dales ranging fi'om six m onths to eighteen m onths 
fronl inceplion, w ilh inleresl being com pounded m onthly. 

The carrying amounl of the Fund's deposits with financial institutions was $454,077 and the bank 
balance was $458,475. The bank balance is collateralizcd by Ihe bank as follows: 

_  (2A_SII 
CJ,;lrt'H,'~Ca'rt,:S 

Ol," PJ~!'tA8!T __ .Tff I'AL 

Amounts insured by the lq)lC $109,247 $214,497 $323,744 

]nvestnlellls that are insured and 
being held by agents 

l'olal bank balance 

_ _~34_~731 

$Lo_924_7 $34_9~_228 

N O TI,; 3 - C IIANG I,'S 1N (;ENEIIA1, FIXI~I) ASSETS 

A sum m ary of the changes in general fixed assets follows 

BAI,ANCE 
I)FCI~M BER 31, 

1999 

l,kFupm enl & Furniture 
Building im provem ents 

$88,814 
~ .8,768 

lbtal general fixed asscls $97,5_
8
_
2
_  

9 

!34,73! 

BAI,ANCE 
2000 DFCFM I~ER 3 

A.J II_~I_'I2_I ~_).N_ ~ _200_0_ 

$4,034 

~;4,034 

$92,848 
83~8 

~ _]-.9J ~~16 



Cerlified Public Accountants 
114 E. Ascension St. 

G onzales, Louisiana ?0?3? 

Phone (225) 647-2824 

23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial Expense Fund 

Gonzalcs. l,ouisiaaa 

LNII!~!'~NP~N_T~_A_U!_LITQI3_S'_B~!'ORT ON COM PI,IAN( 
I _NTI_,)ILN A I.A C CO U N T_I_N_ (; (_'.Q_N T !~Q 1_ ,S 

AN 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the 23rd Judicial l)istrict Judicial 
l,'xpcnse l;und, for the year ended l)eccm bcr 31, 2000 and have issued our report thereon dated 
July 2, 2001. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted at,diting standards 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Com plrollcr Gmm ral of Ihc U nited Slates. 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether 23rd Judicial I)istrict Judicial Expense 
Fund's financial statem ents arc flee of m alcrial m isslatem cnt, we perform ed tests of its com pliance 
w ith certain provisions of law s, regulalions, and contracts, w ith which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the dc|crm inalion of financial slatcm cnt am ounts, llowevcr, providing an 

opinion on compliance with lhosc provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, 
we do UOI express such an opinion. The results of oar tests disclosed instances of noncom pliance 
that arc required to bc reported under Government Auditing Standards and which arc described 
in the follow ing paragraph. 

lqNI)ING 

The results of our tests disclosed that the Judicial Expense ]"und did nnt com ply w ith tile 
requirem ent to m aintain sufficicnl docum entation to substantiate the business use of leased 
vehicles w ith a corresponding calculation that the reim bursem ent for vehicle lease paym ents 

did not exceed the allowed am ount. Subsequent to ])eccmber 31,2000, the business use was 
docum ented by reference to Iheir appointm ent schedules, llowever, for one Judge, the travel 
log w as m aintained in the vehicle, w hich w as slolen in June, 2001. A ll supporting Iravcl 
logs were lost. Based on discussion w ilh the Judge, il is believed that his business use 
exceeded tile m onthly rcim bursenm nts. 

RI~SPON S] 

The Judges will begin providing m onthly documcntalinn of their business m ileage vehicle 

expenses. 

- I0 



23rd Judicial D istrict Judicia 
Page 2 

FIN DING 

The results of our lests disclosed Ihal |he Judicial Expense Fund did 21o1 com ply w ilh Ihe 
l~ouisiana 1,ocal Governm eol Budgel Ael. 

RESI:'ON SF, 

The Judge w ill prepare all necessary budge(s for its year ended Decem ber 31, 2001 and 
com ply w ith all requirem ents of the Louisiana Local Govern m ent Budget Acl prior 1o end 
of 2001. 

ln/em al Control O ver Fil~ancial R 

In plalm ing and perform ing our audit, we considered 23rd Judicial l)islricl Judicial Expense 
Fund's internal con(rol over financial reporting in order to determ ine our audiling procedures for 
Ihe purpose of expressing our opioion o21 lhe financial slalen~ents and 11o( Io provide assuranc',e on 
Ihe iolernal control over financial reporting. Our consideralion of the inleroal control over 
financial re l)orting would no( necessarily disclose all m ailers in the internal conlrol over financial 
reporling Iha! m igh( be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design o2 operation of one or more of 11/o inlernal coolro] colnponen(s does 11Ol reduce lo a 
relalively low level lhe risk lhat m isslalem ents in am ounts thai would be m alerial in relation to the 
finane, ial slalem ents being audiled m ay occur and not be deleeted w ilhin a tim ely period by 
em ployees in lhe norm al course of perfornling their assigned functions. W e noted no m ailers 
involving Ihe internal control over financial reporting and its operalioo Ihat we consider 1o be 
m a(erial weaknesses. 

This reporl is intended solely for the inform ation and use of Ihe Judges and Legislalive Audilor 
and is 11ol inlended lo be and should not be used by anyone other Ihan Ihese specified parlies. 

Augusl 23. 2001 



23R1) JU I)ICIAL I)ISTR 1CT JUI)ICIAL EX PENSI~" FUN I) 

S[]PPI,I~ /ENTAI, IN FO R1VIATIO N 

YEAR ENDEI) I)ECEM BEI~ 31, 2000 

SCIll~I)U I,E O F I,'i~I)I,;I~,AI. A SSISTAN CE 

N onc 

S CC!!FI_)UI,!,: of_," !'F!~_-I_)_I_I~M_.PAI!_.) T_o J_UL)~!,~S 

N one 


